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So I ask you to think about that. If God
came down to me today and said, ‘‘I’m sorry,
you’ve survived a lot, but I’m not going to
let you finish your term. You’re headed out
of here today, and I’ll give you one wish. I’m
not a genie; you can’t have three—one.’’
[Laughter] I would not wish for continued
prosperity. I would not wish for some new
weapon system to protect us forever. I would
wish that somehow we would find it in our
hearts to be one America and to lead the
world toward that.

So I say this. If you liked and admired
Daisy Bates, and you really want to do some-
thing to memorialize her, promise yourself
you will spend the rest of your life in every
way you can bringing us closer to that won-
derful idea.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
auditorium at the Robinson Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Transportation
Rodney E. Slater; Gov. Mike Huckabee and Lt.
Gov. Winthrop P. Rockefeller of Arkansas; Mayor
Jim Dailey of Little Rock; State Attorney General
Mark Pryor; former Senator David Pryor; Execu-
tive Director for External Affairs of Southwestern
Bell Arkansas Larry Ross, chair, Daisy Bates Me-
morial Committee; Little Rock Nine members
Carlotta Walls Lanier, Ernest Green, Minnijean
Brown Trickey, Jefferson Thomas, and Elizabeth
Eckford; Rev. Rufus K. Young, pastor, Bethel
AME Church; Diane Davis-Charles, State chapter
representative, National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People; civil rights lawyer
John Walker; and Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Special Advisor for Presidential History
Janis Kearney, who formerly ran the newspaper
founded by Ms. Bates.

Remarks at the William H. Bowen
Law School Dedication Ceremony
in Little Rock
April 27, 2000

Thank you very much, Derrick, and thank
you for your great speech. Mack, thank you
for being here. I must say, when Mack was
speaking, he was laying it on so thick, I had
to lean over and pinch Bill to make sure he
was still breathing. [Laughter] I said,
‘‘Bowen, are you still alive? Is this is a eu-
logy?’’ And he said, ‘‘I guess if Mack ever

does run for office, I’ll have to support him
now.’’ [Laughter]

Chairman May, Dr. Sugg, Dr. Hathaway,
Dean Smith, thank you for your wonderful
comments. To all the elected officials and
former officials who are here—Secretary
Slater, Senator Lambert, General Pryor, Sen-
ator Bumpers, Congressman Berry, Mayor
Dailey—to Bill and Connie and your won-
derful family and to all of you here who are
responsible for this, I want to thank you on
behalf of Hillary and myself for naming this
law school for Bill Bowen.

I was looking out in this audience today.
There are hundreds of people I know by first
name in this audience. I counted over 20
people who were members of one or more
of my administrations as Governor in some
form or another. There are many lawyers
here whom I have admired since I was a very
young man. But as a person who’s spent most
of his life in politics, it’s somehow reassuring
to me to know that this law school is being
named for a brilliant man who spent the last
30 years trying to avoid practicing law.
[Laughter] And seemed to me to have suc-
ceeded in an outstanding fashion. [Laughter]

Senator and Mrs. Pryor, it’s nice to see
you. I didn’t see you all over there. But I
want to say that by the time Bill Bowen
agreed basically to make it possible for me
to run for President—and I say that in all
sincerity. I was profoundly concerned about
what would happen if I were to undertake
a campaign in 1991, and I wanted to know
that the office would continue to operate and
that things would go well, and that if I need-
ed to make a decision or come home, some-
body with enough sense to know would tell
me and get me on a plane forthwith.

I’d known Bill Bowen for a long time by
then. By then, for a better part of two dec-
ades, he had been a friend of mine, an advi-
sor, a supporter, and a banker. I remember,
I had been attorney general about 2 months
when the Arkansas Jaycees named me one
of the outstanding young men of the year;
I knew I didn’t deserve it, and I found out
later that Bill Bowen and Mack McLarty got
it done. So I’m still trying to live up to it.
And unfortunately, I outgrew the title before
I lived up to it. [Laughter]
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By the time 1991 rolled around, there was
only one thing Bill Bowen hadn’t done for
me. He hadn’t actually been a full-time
member of our administration. And so I
asked him to become the Chief of Staff, as
Mack said. He actually took about an hour
to agree, and that’s a long time for Bowen—
if you know how he makes decisions. [Laugh-
ter] But after all, I was asking him to turn
his entire life upside down. But he did it.
And he performed in an absolutely superb
way.

From the time I set foot outside Arkansas
to seek the Presidency, I knew that the State
and the State House would be in good hands.
I never worried about whether decisions
would be made in a timely fashion, whether
anything that should be done was being
done, whether there was some problem that
should be brought to my attention that
wasn’t. I never worried about any of that.

And so I can honestly say, my friend Bill,
if it hadn’t been for you, I could not have
done it. And I hope you’re proud of what
has happened in America for the last 8 years.
Because your decision to be a selfless public
servant made it all possible, and I thank you
for that.

One of the things that bothers me is that
people in elected office sometimes get all the
credit for what so many people do. So I hope
you’ll think about that tonight, Bill. More
than 21 million people with new jobs, longest
economic expansion in history. Today my
staff gave me—just before I came up here—
today’s economic report shows that in the
first quarter of the 21st century, our economy
grew at a rate of 5.4 percent. That means
for the last year our growth rate has been
the highest it’s been in over 15 years. And
that’s an astonishing thing.

And I’d also like to tell you that I think
my life with you in Arkansas had something
to do with the economic policies we put in
place up there. Somebody asked me the
other day, when we passed the longest eco-
nomic expansion in history, and everybody
was celebrating, they said, ‘‘Well, what was
the major contribution you made to the new
economic policy, Mr. President?’’ And I said,
‘‘Arithmetic.’’ [Laughter] I brought arith-
metic to Washington.

And you’re all laughing, but you’re going
to be asked to decide this year whether to
continue arithmetic or return to some other
theory, and I think we now have evidence
with both, and I hope that arithmetic will
prevail. And I thank you, Bill Bowen, for
what you did to make it possible.

I’d also like to thank you as the President,
for your service to America in World War
II, for flying the Hellcats and Wildcats, for
waging freedom’s fight. I’d like to thank you
as a former Governor, for always being there
for the cause of the education of our children
and for the economic development for peo-
ple and places who were left behind in the
1980’s, places like Althemier and Hope.

And I’d like to thank you, too, for being
willing to come back and help out this law
school. And for the role you all had in decid-
ing to build this building here around the
old university building, to make a contribu-
tion at once to tomorrow’s lawyers and to
historic preservation and to the character of
the McArthur Park Area, which is so impor-
tant to me and to so many others in this audi-
ence.

You could have done something else with
the last couple of years of your life. And no
one would have been able to criticize you.
You could have decided that after succeeding
as a lawyer, a banker, a public servant, and
a public citizen, you didn’t need to prove that
you could succeed as a law school dean. But
it is true that of all the people I know, no
one embodies the continuing energy and
imagination for tomorrow any better than
you do. So I wasn’t surprised when you
agreed not to grow old but to help the young.
[Laughter]

I told somebody one time that Bill Bowen
made me look absolutely passive—[laugh-
ter]—and that I didn’t believe anybody could
possibly be as aggressive as he was and still
be likeable—[laughter]—but he managed to
do it. And I think today answers the question
why. Because I always had the feeling that
whatever he was pushing for was something
that was going to be good for everybody else,
too. And through a long and rich life, it’s al-
ways been true.

Thank you, Connie, for your friendship. I
thank all the members of the Bowen family
for loving him and keeping the rough edges
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sanded and giving him the anchor that every
person needs. But most of all, Bill, I thank
you for being my friend, for being a good
citizen, for being a good man, and for being
a very powerful example.

Ladies and gentlemen, our honoree, Bill
Bowen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. on the
lawn at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock,
future site of the law school. In his remarks, he
referred to Derrick Smith, president, Student Bar
Association, who introduced the President; former
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack)
McLarty; William H. Bowen, former dean, and
Rodney K. Smith, donaghey dean and professor
of law, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
School of Law; Mr. Bowen’s wife, Connie; J.
Thomas May, board of trustees chairman, and
Charles E. Hathaway, chancellor, University of
Arkansas at Little Rock; B. Alan Sugg, president,
University of Arkansas System; State Attorney
General Mark Pryor; former Senator Dale Bump-
ers; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock; and former
Senator David Pryor and his wife, Barbara.

Executive Order 13151—Global
Disaster Information Network
April 27, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
establish a Global Disaster Information Net-
work to use information technology more ef-
fectively to reduce loss of life and property
from natural and man-made disasters, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. (a) It is the policy of
this Administration to use information tech-
nology more effectively to coordinate the
Federal Government’s collection and dis-
semination of information to appropriate re-
sponse agencies and State governments to
prepare for and respond to natural and man-
made disasters (disasters). As a result of
changing population demographics in our
coastal, rural, and urban areas over the past
decades, the loss of life and property (losses)
from disasters has nearly doubled. One of the
ways the Federal Government can reduce
these losses is to use technology more effec-
tively to coordinate its collection and dis-
semination (hereafter referred to collectively

as ‘‘provision’’) of information which can be
used in both planning for and recovering
from disasters. While many agencies provide
disaster-related information, they may not al-
ways provide it in a coordinated manner. To
improve the provision of disaster-related in-
formation, the agencies shall, as set out in
this order, use information technology to co-
ordinate the Federal Government’s provision
of information to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from domestic disasters.

(b) It is also the policy of this Administra-
tion to use information technology and exist-
ing channels of disaster assistance to improve
the Federal Government’s provision of infor-
mation that could be helpful to foreign gov-
ernments preparing for or responding to for-
eign disasters. Currently, the United States
Government provides disaster-related infor-
mation to foreign governments and relief or-
ganizations on humanitarian grounds at the
request of foreign governments and where
appropriate. This information is supplied by
Federal agencies on an ad hoc basis. To in-
crease the effectiveness of our response to
foreign disasters, agencies shall, where ap-
propriate, use information technology to co-
ordinate the Federal Government’s provision
of disaster-related information to foreign
governments.

(c) To carry out the policies in this order,
there is established the Global Disaster In-
formation Network (Network). The Network
is defined as the coordinated effort by Fed-
eral agencies to develop a strategy and to use
existing technical infrastructure, to the extent
permitted by law and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations and under the guid-
ance of the Interagency Coordinating Com-
mittee and the Committee Support Office,
to make more effective use of information
technology to assist our Government, and
foreign governments where appropriate, by
providing disaster-related information to pre-
pare for and respond to disasters.

Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) There is estab-
lished an Interagency Coordinating Com-
mittee (Committee) to provide leadership
and oversight for the development of the
Network. The Office of the Vice President,
the Department of Commerce through the


